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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's election of Group I (claims 1 -1 9) in the reply filed on 7/31/06 is 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because it does not produce any 
tangible result in the real world (i.e., an abstract idea, natural phenomenon, or law of 
nature) and is not directed to a practical application of such judicial exception (e.g., 
because the claim does not require any physical transformation and the invention as 
claimed does not produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result), see MPEP about the 
101, 706.03(a) and others. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
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were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of tlie obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out tlie inventor and invention dates of each daim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

4. Claims 1, 3-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Arun K. Gupta (hereinafter "Gupata"), USP, 6,853,994 in view of Biebesheimer et al. 
(hereinafter "Biebesheimer") USP, 6,643,639. 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Gupta teaches a system for unifying data relating to ah industry having a plurality 
of industry business context dimensions which define logical groupings of data related 
to the industry (see col. 21 , lines 1-19, Fig. 23), the system comprising: 

a plurality of data sources, at least one data source having a physical or logical 
structure differing from at least one other data source, each data source having data 
which is capable of a logical contextual grouping into at least one data source specific 
dimension which contains data related to at least one industry business context 
dimension, and each data source having a data access mechanism for facilitating 
querying thereof (see col. 18, lines 5-18 and col. 21, lines 26-35, Fig. 15, Gupta); 

a database having a first and a second plurality of nodes (see Fig. 15, Gupta), 
each of the first plurality of nodes representing an industry business context dimension, 
each of the second plurality of nodes representing a data source specific dimension of 
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at least one of the data sources, each of the first plurality of nodes related to at least 
one other of the first plurality of nodes, and each of the second plurality of nodes related 
to at least one of the first plurality of nodes (see col. 22, lines 1-15. Gupta): and 

a plurality of data source query function calls, each query function call querying a 
single data source regarding a single data source specific dimension, and each query 
function call using the data access mechanism of the single data source to facilitate 
access to the single data source (see col. 15, lines 51-63, Fig. 10a, Gupta). 

Gupta does not explicitly indicate claimed access mechanism for facilitating 

query. 

Biebesheimer teaches claimed access mechanism for facilitating query (multi- 
dimensional data for expressing query and results that enables users to completely 
manage their search in a manner optimized for simplicity and clarity of logic; and, the 
graphical user interface is directed to a Results Display Workspace that enables 
expression of relevance of results in tenus of user context in a manner optimized to 
facilitate resource selection using user supplied decision criteria, see col. 5, lines 40-48, 
Biebesheimer). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
access mechanism for facilitating query of Biebesheimer's teaching would have 
allowed Gupta's system provides a response set based on user queries and derived 
user contexts and that Is adaptable for modifying output response sets in accordance 
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with different user contexts and user interactions as they change over time as 
suggested by Biebesheimer at col. 1, lines 11-15. 
As to claim 3, 

Gupta teaches wherein each dimension has at least one dimension instance, the 
system further comprising: at least one result set object populated by data returned from 
a query from a user, wherein the query from the user includes selection of at least one 
dimension instance and at least one query function call without identification by the user 
of which data source to query (see col. 18, lines 5-1 8 and col. 21, lines 26-35, col. 5, 
lines 55-65, Fig. 15, Gupta). 

As to claim 4, 

Gupta teaches at least one complex query calling a plurality of query function 
calls to query the plurality of data sources, wherein the one complex query does not 
identify any data source to query (see col. 18, lines 5-18 and col. 21, lines 26-35, Fig. 
15. Gupta). 

As to claim 5, 

Gupta teaches at least one complex query for data located in a plurality of data 
sources, the complex query calling a plurality of query function calls to query the 
plurality of data sources for the data, the complex query having a set of input 
parameters which define the data to be queried for, the set of input parameters 
consisting of at least one dimension instance, a query result and a description of the 
data to be queried (see col. 18, lines 5-18 and col. 21, lines 26-35, col. 5, lines 55-65, 
Fig. 15, Gupta). 
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As to claim 6, 

Gupta teaches wherein the description of the data to be queried is an 
exact_request_for_information (see col. 21, lines 26-35, col. 5, lines 55-65, Fig. 15, 
Gupta). 

With respect to daim 7, 

Gupta teaches a system for managing data relating to an Industry having a 
plurality of industry business context dimensions which define logical groupings of data 
related to the industry, the data contained in a plurality of data sources, at least one 

* 

data source having a physical or logical structure differing from at least one other data 
source, each data source having data which is capable of a logical contextual grouping 
into at least one data source specific dinnenslon which contains data related to at least 
one industry business context dimension, and each data source having a data access 
mechanism for facilitating querying thereof (see col. 18, lines 5-18 and col. 21 , lines 26- 
35, Fig. 15, Gupta), the system comprising: a UniDimNet and a plurality of UniViews. 
Gupta does not explicitly indicate claimed access mechanism for facilitating query. 

Biebesheimer teaches claimed access mechanism for facilitating query (multi- 
dimensional data for expressing query and results that enables users to completely 
manage their search in a manner optimized for simplicity and clarity of logic; and, the 
graphical user interface is directed to a Results Display Workspace that enables 
expression of relevance of results in tenus of user context in a manner optimized to 
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facilitate resource selection using user supplied decision criteria, see col. 5, lines 40-48, 
Biebesheimer). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
access mechanism for facilitating query of Biebesheimer's teaching would have 
allowed Gupta's system provides a response set based on user queries and derived 
user contexts and that is adaptable for modifying output response sets In accordance 
with different user contexts and user interactions as they change over time as 
suggested by Biebesheimer at col. 1, lines 11-15. 

As to claim 8, 

Gupta teaches wherein the UniDimNet further comprises: a plurality of UnlDlms, 
each UnlDim representing an industry business context dimension, each UniDim related 
to at least one other UniDim; and a plurality of DataSourceDims, each DataSourceDim 
representing a data source specific dimension of a data source, and each 
DataSourceDim related to at least one UniDim (see col. 18, lines 5-18 and col. 21, lines 
26-35, Fig. 15, Gupta). 

As to claim 9, 

Gupta teaches wherein each UniDim and each DataSourceDim is a node In a 

* * 

network which is contained in a database (see col. 21, lines 26-35, col. 5, lines 55-65, 
Fig. 15, Gupta). 

As to claim 10, 

Gupta teaches wherein each node is a table (see col. 22, lines 1-15, Gupta). 
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As to claim 11, 

Gupta teaches wherein each dimension has at least one dimension instance, and 
each dimension instance has a unique identification, wherein: each UniDim table 
contains the unique identification of each dimension instance of the dimension to which 
the UniDim relates (see col. 21, lines 26-35, col. 5, lines 55-65, Fig. 15, Gupta). 

As to claim 12, 

Gupta teaches wherein each UniView is a query function call which queries a 
single data source regarding a single data source specific dimension by using the data 
access mechanism of the data source. 

As to claim 13, 

Gupta teaches at least one complex query (see col. 22, lines 1-15, Gupta). 
As to claim 14, 

Gupta teaches the complex query having a set of input parameters, the set of 
input parameters not identifying a data source (see col. 18, lines 5-18 and col. 21, lines 
26-35, coL 5, lines 55-65, Fig. 15, Gupta). 

As to claim 15, 

Gupta teaches a UniViewer (see col. 22, lines 1-15, Gupta). 
Claims 16-19 have the same subject matter as of claims 1,3-14 and essentially 
rejected for the same reasons as discussed above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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